CHAPTER  IX
THE COALITION

I CANNOT avoid writing, however perfunctorily, of some
of the events which led not only to the resignation of my
husband but to the downfall of a Party which had
smashed the Unionists in 1906 by the biggest majority
ever known, which had won three successive General
Elections, and which had been led for a longer period than
any in our political history by the same Prime Minister.

This is a matter of such delicacy that for obvious
reasons I shall not always be able to give the names of
those chiefly concerned, nor shall I deal in any great
detail with the matter.

There is a common saying that public opinion is
usually right, backed by the proverb, " There is no smoke
without fire " ; but, judging by my own experience, I can
only say I have found the reverse to be true: there is
always a great deal of smoke and very little fire.

Since the days of Pilate, the populace shout for the
wrong man and you need only observe the transitoriness
of fashion or of fame to see how little public opinion is
worthy of consideration.

It would almost seem as if there was a floating fabric
of evil playing perpetually over crowds, instigating
anonymous and threatening letters; starting rumours;
casting doubts; spreading what appeals to the lowest
instincts of the credulous and ill-informed, and scattering
from a busy mint false coins to the People and the Press.

I do not think there was any particular dislike for
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